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General Membership: $95 plus chapter dues/year
Professionals who have as their primary responsibility information systems 
security in the private or public sector, or professionals who supply information 
systems security consulting services to the private or public sector; or IS 
Auditors, or IS professionals who have as one of their primary responsibilities 
information systems security in the private or public sector; Educators, attorneys 
and law enforcement officers having a vested interest in information security; or 
Professionals with primary responsibility for marketing or supplying security 
equipment or products. Multi-year memberships for General Members, 
are as follows:

2-Year Membership: $185, plus 2 years of chapter dues
3-Year Membership: $270, plus 3 years of chapter dues
5-Year Membership: $435, plus 5 years of chapter dues

Organizational Membership: $115/$90
Government agencies and private companies may purchase an Organizational 
Membership for a specified function being performed by an employee. This 
membership will belong to the agency or company, not the employee, and will 
be transferred to another individual as reassignments occur. When unassigned, 
this class of membership will have all rights and privileges of a General Member 
except the rights to vote and hold office. If a person is named or assigned to this 
membership and said person signs and complies with the Code of Ethics, that 
person will be able to vote and hold office.

Company Employees: $115, plus chapter dues/year

2-year membership: $205, plus 2 years of chapter dues
3-year membership: $290, plus 3 years of chapter dues
5-year membership: $455, plus 5 years of chapter dues

Government Employees: $90, plus chapter dues/year
2-year membership: $180, plus 2 years of chapter dues
3-year membership: $265, plus 3 years of chapter dues
5-year membership: $430, plus 5 years of chapter due

Central/South America
Argentina............................. 0
Bogotá................................. 0
Brasil - SP......................... 30
Caracas - Venezuela.......... 10
Chile - Santiago ................ 30
Latin America ...................... 0
Europe/Africa
Brussels European ............ 40
Egypt................................... 0
France ................................. 0
Hellas (Greece).................... 0
Irish................................. 100
Italy ................................... 65
Netherlands....................... 30
Nigeria .............................. 30
Nordic ................................. 0
Poland................................. 0
Romania.............................. 0
Southern Germany ............ 30
Spain................................. 60
Switzerland........................ 80
UK ..................................... 0
Asia/Middle East
Beijing................................. 0

Chennai............................. 10
Guangzhou.......................... 0
Hong Kong........................ 30
Indonesia ............................ 0
Israeli ................................ 50
Kuwait ................................. 0
Osan/Seoul ....................... 80
Pakistan Central ................ 20
Pakistan National ................ 0
Saudi Arabia........................ 0
Shanghai............................. 0
Singapore.......................... 10
Sri Lanka............................. 0
Taiwan................................. 0
Tokyo ................................ 30
Oceania
Queensland ....................... 25
Sydney ................................ 0
Victorian, Australia.............. 0
North America
Alamo (San Antonio)......... 20
Alberta (Canada) ................. 0
ArkLaTex (Shreveport)....... 30
Baltimore........................... 20
Baton Rouge...................... 25

Blue Grass (Kentucky)......... 0
Boise................................. 25
Buffalo Niagara.................. 25
Capitol of Texas................. 15
Central Alabama................ 25
Central Florida .................. 25
Central Indiana.................. 25
Central Missouri ................. 0
Central New York................. 0
Central Ohio...................... 20
Central Pennsylvania......... 20
Central Plains.................... 30
Central Virginia ................. 25
Charlotte Metro ................. 30
Chicago............................. 30
Colorado Springs.............. 25
Connecticut....................... 20
Dayton............................... 25
Delaware Valley................. 20
Denver............................... 25
East Tennessee.................. 35
Eastern Idaho .................... 20
Eastern Iowa........................ 0
Florida Big Ben ................... 0
Grand Rapids ...................... 0

Greater Augusta................. 25
Greater Cincinnati ............. 10
Greater Spokane................ 20
Hampton Roads................. 30
Hawaii ............................... 20
Heart of Texas.................... 10
Indianapolis ........................ 0
Inland Empire.................... 20
Kansas City ....................... 20
Kentuckiana....................... 35
Lafayette.............................. 0
Lansing ............................. 20
Los Angeles ...................... 20
Madison............................ 15
Mankato ............................ 20
Memphis........................... 20
Metropolitan Atlanta.......... 30
Middle Tennessee ............. 35
Midlands........................... 25
Milwaukee......................... 30
Minnesota ......................... 20
Montreal............................ 20
Motor City (Detroit)........... 25
National Capital 

(Washington DC)........ 20

New England ..................... 20
New Jersey........................ 20
New Hampshire................. 20
New Mexico ...................... 20
New York Metro................. 40
North Alabama .................. 15
North Dakota ....................... 0
North Texas ....................... 20
Northeast Indiana .............. 10
Northeast Ohio .................. 20
Northeast Wisconsin ......... 25
Northern Indiana ............... 10
Northern Virgina (NOVA)... 25
Northwest Arkansas........... 15
Northwest Ohio ................. 25
Oklahoma.......................... 30
Oklahoma City................... 25
Omaha............................... 25
Orange County .................. 20
Ottawa ............................... 10
Phoenix............................. 30
Pittsburgh ......................... 30
Portland ............................ 30
Puget Sound (Seattle) ....... 20
Quebec City (Canada) ......... 0

Raleigh.............................. 25
Rochester (New York)........ 15
Sacramento Valley............. 20
San Diego ......................... 30
San Francisco ................... 20
SC Midlands ..................... 25
Silicon Valley .................... 30
South Florida .................... 20
Southwest Florida ............. 25
South Texas....................... 30
Southeast Arizona ............. 20
Southern Maine................. 20
St. Louis............................ 20
Tampa Bay......................... 20
Tech Valley of New York .... 35
Texas Gulf Coast ............... 30
Toronto.............................. 20
Tri-Cities (Tennessee) ....... 20
Utah .................................. 15
Vancouver ......................... 20
Western Oregon ................ 20
WinstonSalem Triad ............ 0

ISSA Chapters & Annual Dues Changes/additions – visit our website – www.issa.org

ISSA Membership Categories and Annual Dues
Student Membership: $30

Student members are full-time students in an accredited institution of higher 
learning. This membership class carries the same privileges as that of a General 
Member except that Student Members may not vote on Association matters or 
hold an office on the ISSA International Board. There is no restriction against 
students forming a student chapter.

Trial Membership: Free
ISSA offers a free 90-day trial membership to enable you to acquaint yourself 
with the Association. This trial membership entitles you to all of the benefits 
offered by the International Association, including receiving copies of the 
ISSA Magazine, access to the ISSA International web site, and discounts to 
conferences and training events sponsored by the international Association. If 
you choose to become a Trial member, your information will be forwarded to the 
Chapter President of the closest local chapter in your area. You will be contacted 
by the local chapter and invited to attend the local chapter meetings. This trial 
membership does not entitle you to any benefits that are sponsored by the local 
chapter, including discounts to local conferences or educational events. To 
receive local chapter benefits, you must pay both the International dues and that 
particular Chapter’s dues.

During your 90 day FREE Trial, you will receive periodic notices asking you 
to become an official paid member of the Association. If you would like to 
continue receiving all of the benefits of an ISSA membership, you should send 
in your payment at that time. The benefits you receive as a FREE Trial member 
will be terminated if you have not paid your dues and become a member of the 
Association before the end of the 90 days.

CISO Executive Membership: $995
The role of information security executives continues to be defined and 
redefined as the integration of business and technology evolves. While these 
new positions gain more authority and responsibility, peers must form a 
collaborative environment to foster knowledge and influence that will help shape 
the profession. ISSA recognizes this need and has created the exclusive CISO 
Executive Membership program to give executives an environment to achieve 
mutual success. For more information about CISO Executive Membership, 
please visit the CISO website – http://ciso.issa.org.
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Many of you have 
u n d o u b t e d l y 
heard that a new 

Macintosh Trojan is on the 
loose, and that Mac users 

can no longer claim they are 
safe from viruses.  Is this true?  

Is there a big Mac malicious code 
attack on the horizon for the pur-

ported complacent and/or ignorant 
Mac user population?

In the late 1980s and early 1990s what was 
one of most popular platforms for virus activity?  

Macintosh computers with floppy disk infectors like 
WDEF running wild as Mac users shared files with one 

another.  That’s right – NOT Windows, NOT Linux, but 
believe-it-or-not, the Macintosh operating system.  The 

problem worsened by the early 1990s when HyperTalk script 
viruses designed for HyperCard emerged in the wild, which 
this author  originally discovered.  

Windows 95 soon came along, as did World Wide Web point-
and-click type Internet access.  An explosion of malicious 
codes on the Windows platform and the development of 
Macro viruses for Microsoft Office quickly took the stage.

In 1998 a new Macintosh worm spread like wildfire in the 
Macintosh community called AutoStart.  Reports ran wild 
about the complacent Macintosh community having a seri-
ous worm threat on their hands for once.  I remember this 
incident, as a first-responder on the scene globally, and it was 
a notable and significant Macintosh worm threat – the first 
in many years.  But were the press reports correct? Would 
this be the start of a new era for Macintosh malicious code 
threats?  AutoStart came and went and Mac users continued 
to use their computers without fear of virus attacks like those 
plaguing their Windows cousins.

In 2001 another interesting Macintosh threat emerged, the 
Simpsons Applescript virus.  This, too, came and went but 
did not have any significant impact in the wild like AutoStart  
(four years earlier).  It may have helped ratings, however, for 
the popular Simpsons television show?

Smaller threats like the Simpsons virus are reported every so 
often, constantly raising the media flag for a possible new Ma-
cintosh big bang.  Some, like Renepo in 2004, are just a proof-
of-concept and are not in the wild.  Meanwhile analysts point 
out that Mac users do not have much to worry about BUT are 

becoming increasingly complacent and therefore vulnerable 
to attack.  Others claim that Macintosh users are less savvy 
than Windows users and are more likely to have a vulnerable 
computer or be tricked by social engineering.  

A flurry of activity in early 2006 raised the big Mac attack flag 
in the media again, with the Leap worm, aka Oompa, and 
the Inqtana worm that spreads through an Apple BlueTooth 
Directory Traversal vulnerability.  Later in the year iAdware 
surfaced, leading to additional media reports on the pend-
ing doom and gloom for Mac users facing new virus threats 
with quotes like, “In theory, this program could be silently 
installed to your user account and hooked to each application 
you use,” according to an F-Secure blog.

By the end of 2006 comments from trusted sources like F-
Secure caught the attention of the author and others.  One 
year later a new Mac threat surfaced in the wild with limited 
distribution, spread on pornography websites changing DNS 
settings, if executed on a Macintosh computer.  Debate arises 
on how prevalent the threat was in the wild and if it was a 
big deal.  Some inaccurately claimes it was the first Mac OSX 
Trojan…the media saga continues.

What does the future hold for Mac users facing possible mali-
cious code attack?  Let’s attempt to take a measured look at 
the indicators that influence such a prediction:

1.	 Macintosh software contains vulnerabilities that 
may be exploited by malicious code.  Inqtana is a 
good example of this type of threat in 2006.  

2.	 Macintosh users frequently ask if they even need 
anti-virus software since there are no apparent prev-
alent or likely attacks facing their computer.

3.	 Macintosh users are a mixed bag of competency, 
with some of the most highly qualified security pro-
fessionals loving the BSD and Mac OSX mix, and 
others enjoying the simplicity of a solid operating 
system designed with the consumer in mind.

4.	 In studies performed by the author, risky Internet 
behavior – like surfing for porn or cracks – increases 
the likelihood of a malicious code encounter or at-
tack by as much as 90 percent.

5.	 The crystal ball of the media and some security pro-
fessionals is, well, not so bright.  Each time we hear 
of a threat, gloom and doom emerges somewhere 
– wrong each time to date.

By Ken Dunham 

A Big Mac Attack?

Risk Radar
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Microsoft – www.microsoft.com

6.	 The last significant and highly prevalent global Ma-
cintosh threat was the AutoStart worm family in 
1998 – NINE years ago.

7.	 Simple population dynamics dictates, through sheer 
statistics, that Windows users will bear the brunt of 
attacks.

Are Macintosh computers and user vulnerable to attack? Yes.  
Will we see new Macintosh threats? Yes.  Will there be a mas-
sive uprising of Macintosh threats in the near future? High-
ly unlikely, given the facts to date.  Will a new Mac worm 
emerge? Possibly, but unlikely, given facts to date.  Will crim-
inals increasingly target Macintosh computers for exploita-
tion and profit? Yes, as assets avail themselves and criminals 
mature their operations.  

Risk Radar: A Big Mac Attack? | Ken Dunham 

In the end Mac users have the same responsibility that all 
other computer users have: practice safe computing.  Each 
computer has a certain amount of risk associated with it, 
especially computers with the Windows operating system, 
given the large volume and variation of attacks matured on 
the platform to date.  

So then, what do you want for Christmas?  Forget about me-
dia hysteria and go with the facts.  I wonder if a PowerBook 
can fit into that knitted stocking above the fireplace…

About the Author
Ken Dunham, CISSP, GREM, GSEC, GCIH Gold Honors, 
GCFA, Senior Engineer, Director of Global Response for iSight 
Partners, can be reached at ken@kendunham.org.
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